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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
Mi claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application If not included 
herewith {or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate c< nm i ic r 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is Subject to Wi 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

El This communication is responsive to the After-Final amendment filed December 30. 2003 . 
M The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-8. 10-11. 14-23. 28-31 and 40-44 (now renumbered as 1-29) . 
M The drawings filed on 13 February 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 
I3 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1 . El Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Anthony Volpe on January 14, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
-in claim 17: 

- on line 2, after "body", "," has been deleted; 

- claims 32-39 have been canceled without prejudice to applicant filing one or more divisional 

applications; 

-in claim 41: 

- on line 15, after "material", -.having a main portion and auxiliary branches extending 
from the main portion,- has been inserted; 

- on line 16, before "material", "electrometric" has been replaced with -elastomeric-. 
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Reasons for Allowance 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art does not 
teach or suggest a method for producing a connector element for connecting frame parts at a joint 
location in a bicycle framework including, providing an expandable core having a body made 
from a metal material with a main portion and auxiliary branches extending from the main 
portion and removably connected thereto by means of screws and, covered with a deformable 
sheath made of an elastomeric material, wrapping the core with a number of layers of structural 
fiber fabric to form an outer body, positioning the core and outer body in a mold, heating the 
mold, expanding the core by dilation of the deformable sheath so as to apply pressure on the 
outer body inside the mold, removing the outer body from the mold and removing the core. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stefan Staicovici, Ph.D. whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1 208. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:30 AM to 6:00 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael P. Colaianni, can be reached at (571) 272-1 196. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-1300. 
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